Safety Tips 


1. Never leave your Portasol™ iron where children 
can play with it. 

2. Do not leave your Portaso! iron in direct 
sunlight or store it where the temperature is likely 
to exceed 120°F (50°C). 

3. Your Portasol iron uses pressurized, flammable 
butane gas. Always point it away from you when 
lighting the catalytic unit. 

4. Do not light or use your Portasol iron near 

any flammable materials. This includes paper, 
cloth, wood shavings, solvents or gases. 

5. Be sure to turn your Portasol iron completely 
OFF before replacing the cap. 

6. Use only commercially prepared butane gas 
from manufacturers like Ronson, Colibri 

and Braun. 
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Filling Your Portasoi Iron 


1. Make sure the gas valve is turned OFF. Hold 
the iron tip-down, so that the silver inlet valve is 
pointed up. 

2. Hold the butane cartridge above the Portasol 
iron. Gravity, as well as gas pressure, helps fill 
the empty tank. 

3. Place the nozzle of your butane cartridge into 


the inlet valve of the Portasol iron (illustration 1). 


Press down until nozzle is seated and butane 
begins to flow into the empty tank. 

4. When the Portasol tank is full, the inlet valve 
will allow excess butane to escape around the 
cartridge nozzle. Remove the cartridge; your 
Portasol flameless soldering iron is now full and 
ready to use. 
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Iilustration 2 


Lighting Your Portasol iron 


Lighting the iron is easy. Because it uses thermal 
catalyst technology, you will not see a constant 
flame. Once the butane fuel is ignited, the 
catalyst will glow rather than “burn? (Refer to 
drawing for ON/OFF location). 

1. Make sure the gas valve is turned OFF. Turn 
the black flow control valve to the left, so that it 
is halfway between the — and + symbols 
(Illustration 2). 

2. Hold the Portasol iron so that it is pointed 
away from you. With your other hand, bring the 
igniter built into the cap up next to the slots in 
the soldering tip. (Illustration 3). 

3. Turn the gas ON. You will hear the “hiss” as 
butane flows through the tip. Flick the igniter so 
that sparks fly toward the open slots. 

4. When first lit, Portasol’s soldering tip will be 
surrounded by a small biue flame. This will go 
out in 2-3 seconds and the catalyst will begin to 
glow. Now you're ready. 


illustration 3 


Adjusting The Temperature 


The black flow contro! valve is at the bottom 

of the Portasol housing. Turn it LEFT, toward the 
+ symbol, to increase the temperature. Turn it 
RIGHT, toward the — symbol, to reduce the 
temperature. Experience will teach you which 
setting is appropriate for the type of work 

you are doing. 

if the tank is low on fuel it may go out ot very 
tow settings. When this happens, shut off the iron 
and refill it. 
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Tip Maintenance and Replacement 


The catalytic element in the tip is very delicate 
and should not be tampered with. 

Before examining or replacing the soldering tip, 
be sure your Portasol is turned OFF and is COLD. 
Grasp the three-ringed collet (collar) at the base 
of the tip. Unscrew if from the housing by turning 
it counter clockwise. New tips are instatled by 
reversing the procedure, 

Make sure the new tip is finger tight in the 
housing. Do not use pliers to tighten the tip; this 
will damage the threads in the Portasol housing 
or even crack the housing itself. 


Flint Replacement 


The flint assembly is spring loaded to keep the 
flint in contact with the striker wheel. Open the 
assembly carefully to prevent the spring from 
escaping. 

Remove the smalt Phillips screw from the top of 
the cap and lift the cap off. Place a new Colibri 
or Flexalite flint in the groove that is next to 
the striker wheel. Pull the small spring back so 
that it presses the flint against the striker 
wheel. Replace the cap and secure with the 
Phillips screw. 


FULL ONE-YEAR WARRANTY: 


The Boardworks warrants that this Portasol will 
be free of defects in workmanship and materials 
for one year from the date of purchase. 


This warranty does not cover damages resulting 
from accident, misuse or abuse. If your Portasol 
fails to operate properly under normal use condi- 
tions within the warranty period because of a 
defect in workmanship or material, The Boardworks 
will repair or replace your Portasol free of charge. 
Simply mail your Portasol, postage paid, indicating 
the reason for returning it, to: 


The Boardworks 
1077 East Edna Place, P.O. Box 1678 
Covina, CA 91722 (818) 967-3681 


The Boardworks shall not be liable for any special 


or consequential damages for breach of any 
written or implied warranty. 
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